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The third class, the vuzurgan, 'the Great Ones/ comprised the
Ministers and other heads of the Administration, and the fourth,
the azadhan, 'the Free Men,' the lesser nobility, which, scattered
through all the Empire, acted largely as inferior functionaries in
provincial government. The military aristocracy being also a
civilian aristocracy, the vaspuhrs were often also members of the
class of the vuzurgan.
Little is known with precision about this complicated hierarchy.
The gradation of society showed itself at every turn, in clothing,
the form of the headdress, personal ornaments (rings, girdles,
diadems) and in the horses they rode. There were tides of honour,
as for example those which gave the name of the king in whose
service the bearer of the title had distinguished himself1. The wife
of a sh ah was banbishny the title Meshan-banbishn (Queen of Mesene)
corresponding to Meshan-shah. The consort of the King of Kings
was named Queen of Queens (p. no).
The inscriptions, especially those previously mentioned, give a
large number of titles of high State functionaries. The Chief
Minister still had the old tide of hazarobadh*. The 'Chief of the
Husbandmen' (vastryoshan [or vasroshati] -sardar) was Minister of
Finance, the spakbadh was General of the Army, the dibherobadh
Chief of the Secretaries3, the handarzbadh was something like a
Minister of Public Instruction. The karttr* was beyond doubt one
of the most exalted dignitaries but his functions cannot be defined.
The title ofganzobar 'treasurer' has recently been discovered in an
inscription5; hitherto this title had not been known in Pahlavi
texts. The mobadhan mobadh was the supreme head of the
Mazdean Church. He controlled the priestly dignitaries, the
mobadhs and the great body of the inferior Magi (mogJi). The
superior of all the fire-temple priests (ehrbadhs) had the title of
ehrbadhan ehrbadh. Other high functionaries of the Church were
the dastvar and the vardabadh, the * Master of Observances6/
Some titles of court-officials are also known, such as those of the
'Chief of the Court/ the 'Chief Huntsman' and the4 Chief of the
1  Thus the inscriptions (PaiL and JWZ) give several Tahm-Shshpuhr, a
Sh^hpuhr-shniim and a Nakfau-Hormizd (tahm =*strong'; shnum 'joy1;
nokhv 'first').
2  Old Persian hazarapati, Greek ^tX/ap^os.
3  The Secretaries (dibher} were a very important element in the adminis-
tration. They drafted and registered the royal edicts, conducted the State
correspondence and were experts in diplomacy.
4  See Herzfeld, Paikuti, Glossary No. 558. The word is also found in
KbZ 1. 33.                                                    5 KbZ L 33.
6 This tide is found in KbZ 1. 32.
8-2